EXAMINATION FOR  THE  SERVICE
THE  GRAND   EXAMINATION  FOR   OFFICIALS
The Grand Examination is, therefore, in fact the
only gateway to the administrative service, and hence it
merits careful study. It may be passed either in Hol-
land or in the Indies; but as the two are supposed to
be equivalent, the remarks made here will be limited
to the examination in Holland, reserving for a later
period a comment upon the results obtained on the
other side of the world. It may be noticed, however,
in passing that while the proportion of new members
admitted to the service in each place varies some-
what with circumstances, as a rule about two-thirds
are recruited in Holland and about one-third in the
East.
The Examining Commission
This body is composed of about a score of mem-
bers, appointed each year by the Minister of the
Colonies, and among them are always named the
instructors in the school at Delft. In fact, Dr.
Spanjaard/who has long been the Director of the
school, is regularly appointed Secretary of the Com-
mission. At their first meeting the examiners form
from their own number as many sub-committees as
there are subjects of examination, each of them con-
sisting, as a rule, of the instructor in the subject at
the school, of a professor from one of the Universi-
ties, and of a former member of the civil service of
the Indies. The examinations, which are held at
The Hague near the end of June, are actually con-